, now kept in the archives of the Leningrad branch of the Academy of Sciences of the U.S.S.R., there are two water colours of spiny lobster, one clearly is P. echinatus (Smith), the other represents P. laevicauda (Latreillc).
It is likely therefore that Marcgraf's Potiquiquiya is based on two species".
According to Albertin & Faria (1984) and Albcrtin (pers. comm.), the "Leningrad Series" are in fact two series of drawings, which are copies of originals attributed to A. Eckhout (which constitute the unpublished volumes of the so-called "Theatrum Rerum Naturalium Brasiliae") and originals attributed to G. Marcgrave (which constitute the volumes "Libri principis"). These copies were probably bought by Peter the Great in the eighteenth century and belonged to his collection, and dating studies establish that they were made after 1650. Fig. 1 is a photograph of the original drawing found in the "Libri principis".
Another drawing of a spiny lobster, in lateral view, corresponding to one of the copies mentioned by Holthuis, represents even more clearly a specimen of P. eclzinatus, and was found in the "Theatrum".
(Poticucuma, Th. 1: 319. See Albertin, 1985: 307, fig. 8 ). os quais sdo da maneira das lagostas, mas mais pequenos alguma coisa e em tudo o mais têm a mesma felcdo e feitio; e criam-se nas concavidades dos arrecifes, onde se tomam em conjuncao de aguas vivas muitos; e em seu tempo, que e nas mares da lua nova, estao melhores que na lua cheia, na qual estao cheios de corais muito grandes as f?meas, e os machos muito gordos; e para se tomarem bem estes lagostins, hi de ser de noite, com fachos de fogo." The only small species of spiny lobster in the Brazilian northeast, which can be taken in large numbers by flashlighting over the reefs at night with new
